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(Con/d from Page 14) Road when a truck hit 
the vehicle they were traveling in.  A little 
closer to town a young boy drowned one night 
when the family car was submerged due to 
flooding across South West Highway 
following torrential rains.  I believe a railway 
worker was killed in a shunting accident many 
years ago near the railway station and goods 
shed (demolished along with the water tank…
unfortunately.  More history gone!). 

A major calamity to hit Yarloop was 
Cyclone Alby which all but destroyed Millar’s 
Workshops, and “the drama” which followed 
was the scrap metal merchants and the like 
taking their pick of salvageable items from 
damaged buildings and surrounds. However, 
like Phoenix rising from the ashes, due to the 

dedicated work of many volunteers the 
Yarloop Workshop Complex is emerging as 
one of the major museums in Australia and 
attracts visitors from around the world.  
Maybe this achievement would not have 
occurred if the Workshops had continued in 
production as before?  There is a good chance 
that the place would have been left to fall 
apart and face being demolished just as 
several other local land marks and older 
houses have been recently.  That would have 
been an extremely sad loss for Yarloop, as a 
once a thriving community it is now, like so 
many other rural towns, seeing so many 
amenities vanish.  This IS A DRAMA!!!!   I 
am hoping more people can come up with 
other “Yarloop Dramas” to share with us all. 

MEMORIES AND HISTORY SHOULD NOT BE TAMPERED WITH 

BY GEOFF FORTUNE.  Sometimes for no 
apparent reason, we see Shire Councils, 
businesses and people change names of certain 
streets, features and buildings.  In this I refer to 
the fact that it is mentioned at times that the 
newly established Post Office is in the old 
‘grocery store’  or that the building that now 
sits where the old Yarloop Bakery stood, is the 
Emporium. There has been enough history 
lost in Yarloop and it is high time that 
anything that REPRESENTS the old 
Yarloop was refrained from being changed 
and tampered with.  

It is an accepted fact that though the 
building now used for receiving tourists to the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops, and which now 
holds the Yarloop Post Office, is on the site of 
the first Yarloop Bakery and is representative in 
name only.  However, it will, and rightly so,  
always have a connection with Millars T &T 
Bakery, and because it is on the site of the old 
Bakery nothing will ever alter that important 
connection.  

The other building which is now the Cabin 
Restaurant, is also representative only, but on 
outside appearances fully identifies with the 
old Millars Emporium building.  

Even from the historical point of view, 
how anyone can identify a Post Office with 
an emporium is beyond belief, especially 
when the true meaning of Emporium as it 
was when the town was Company owned, 
means ‘centre of commerce, a mart, a large 
shop, a store, selling a great variety of 
goods.’ Neither the Post Office or the 
reception area fits the above meaning of 
‘Emporium’. Millars Emporium had its 
shelves filled with every conceivable type of 
goods that made it a true Emporium. 

For history’s sake, for the town’s sake, 
for all the old Yarloopians who are still 
alive, for the family and relations of all 
those old Yarloopians, who continue to 
visit the Complex, and again, especially 
for history’s sake, have some 
consideration and refrain from dreaming 
up new names for sites and buildings that 
have no reference whatsoever to the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops Complex. 

The Yarloop Post Office is a Post Office, 
purely and simply, that has space within the 
building that is on the site of the old 
Company Bakery.  Changing names will 
never make it otherwise. 
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ISSUES AROUND TOWN 
TRAFFIC 
ALCOHOL / DRUGS / DRIVING 
Alcohol is a drug, if you drive after drink-

ing or taking drugs you are more likely to be 
involved in a crash. 

Targeting drink driving is aimed at saving 
lives and to that end every Police Car is tech-
nically a “Booze Bus”, we all have prelimi-
nary breath test kits. 

Your drivers’ licence is a privilege, 
don’t risk it, your life or lives of others by 
combining alcohol and driving. 

It is an offence for probationary/
provisional drivers licence to exceed 0.02% 
and all others 0.05%. 

So you don’t reach 0.02% you should 
not consume any alcoholic drinks at all! 

Blood alcohol concentration levels vary 
from person to person, the amount of alcohol 
you consume before reaching the legal limit 
depends on: Your size and fitness level:  If 
you are unfit or of small build it may take you 
less than the standard number of drinks to 
exceed the legal limit. Your gender:  Alcohol 
is soluble in water, men’s bodies have a 
higher proportion of water than women’s, 
therefore, consuming the same amount of al-
cohol will cause a higher blood alcohol con-
centration in women than a man of similar 
size. 

The amount of alcohol still in your 
blood from drinking the night before or 
earlier in the day: If you still have traces of 
alcohol in your blood your alcohol concentra-
tion will be higher than normal after one stan-

dard drink. 
The amount of food in your stomach:  

food slows down the absorption of alcohol.  
If you have not eaten a substantial meal be-
fore drinking alcohol your blood alcohol 
concentration may reach the legal limit more 
quickly than if you have had something sub-
stantial to eat. Standard drinks contain 
around the same amount of alcohol.  Stan-
dard drinks generally are: Low alcohol 
beer 425ml – Full strength beer 285ml – 
Table wine 100ml – Fortified wine 60ml – 
Spirits / Liqueurs 30ml – Mixed drink with 
30ml spirit nip. 

How long does alcohol stay in your 
body? The body breaks down alcohol very 
slowly!!!!  A healthy person will take about 
one hour to get rid of the alcohol from one 
standard drink.  So if you have four standard 
drinks in an hour it will take four hours to 
get rid of it all out of your system. 

It does not matter how much coffee, soft 
drink or anything else that will not speed up 
the breakdown of alcohol in your system. 

To ensure you stay below the 0.05 Blood 
Alcohol Concentration you should limit 
yourself to one drink per hour. 

Good rules to follow are:  Limit yourself 
to one drink an hour.  Drink plenty of 
water and other non-alcoholic drinks. Eat 
something substantial before or while 
drinking. 

CRIME 
There have been several matters attended 

to by Richard and I over recent weeks.  We 
have submitted 11 Incident Reports regard-

YARLOOP POLICE NEWS 
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EDITORIAL 

On the TV news service 
last Tuesday evening it told 
o f  t w o  p o l i c e m e n , 
upholders of the law, 
protectors of the law-
abiding public, being set 
upon by those who have 
little regard for today’s 
society.  One policeman 
was set alight and another 
was pistol-whipped with a 
replica hand-gun to the 
extent of concussion; both 
in incidents at their own 
Police Station.   

These things must 
disgust decent people, and 
be food for thought in the 
minds of all law-abiding 
citizens.  However, it also 
makes one wonder how 
concerned those that make 
and change the laws are 
over this obscenity.  It also 
makes one wonder, why 
police are armed when there 
are so many restrictions 
placed on them before they 
are allowed to eliminate 
such obscenities of the 
highest order. Surely this is 
an undisputed case for 
police defending themselves 
in the best possible way in 
the least amount of time.  
Or do those who make the 
law consider the criminal 
life to be of more value to 
society than those who 
uphold the law?  One can 
only hazard a guess as to 
how an ordinary citizen 
would fare, when this is 
what is done to members of 
the police force. 

ing crime-related       (Cont/d Page Two) matters within the 
communities this month. 

To be quite frank some of these incidents relate to what can 
only be described as childish, churlish behaviour by adults, as I 
have explained to some, the gloves are off, we the coppers and 
the good members of the community have had enough! 

If the cap fits people then be prepared to wear it! 
We have executed 1 Misuse of Drugs Act Warrant. 1 Male 

has been charged with Possess Cannabis, Cultivate Cannabis 
and Possess a Smoking Implement. 

1 Male has been charged with 2 Breaches of Violence Re-
straining Orders. 

1 Male Charged with Possess Cannabis after vehicle stop. 
1 Male charged with 2 Damages. 
1 Female charged with 1 Aggravated Burglary and Assault 

Occasioning Bodily Harm. 
We have also taken reports for: 
1 Domestic Violence Incident. 
1 Set Fire to Bush which is currently under investigation. 
1 Threats to Harm currently under investigation. 
1 Stealing. 
1 Damage. 
An incident occurred in the early hours of Saturday morn-

ing the 21st February where a male person apparently egged on 
by others, decided to do burnouts in McDowell Street, Johns-
ton Road and Police Station car park.  Amusing to some I 
suppose, but given recent circumstances of loss within our 
community, a complete display of disrespect to that family! 

Note I don’t say disrespect to the Police, I don’t actually 
expect the person who allegedly committed these offences to 
have any grasp of the concept of respect! 

They wouldn’t have done this in the environment they 
found themselves in Yarloop at the time if they did have re-
spect!  If they read this paper they know exactly what I am 
referring to! 

Suffice to say the offender’s vehicle has been seized for 28 
days! 

GENERAL  We have attended jobs within the Yarloop / 
Cookernup communities. 

Something that has become apparent to Richard and myself 
is the prevalence of some to vilify other members of the com-
munity. 

A friendly reminder to all and sundry that it is an offence 
to discriminate against another person on the grounds of 
Sex, marital status, pregnancy, family responsibility, family 
status, sexual orientation, race, religious or political convic-
tion, impairment of age. 
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TREATING MACULAR DEGENERATION 
BY ALLEN HANDYSIDES AND 

PETER LANDLESS. This article arose from 
the following question to the above two 
doctors. ‘My husband has macular 
degeneration.  He is depressed, though he 
has it only in one eye, and he doesn’t have it 
severely.  His doctor  has given him some 
vitamins, and I would like to know more 
about it so that I can be appropriate in my 
response to him.’ 

The macula is the portion of the retina that 
has the highest concentration of light 
receptors within the retina, and it is the spot 
we focus light on when looking directly at 
something.  When the macula degenerates, we 
lose this ability to see very clearly, and – 
though not totally blind – we can become 
severely compromised in our vision. 

A few layers of cells make up the macula 
and these layers have a diversity of function.  
Owing to a variety of problems, some of these 
layers may become damaged in the process 
called macular degeneration.  When the doctor 
examines the inside of the eye they may find 
pale yellow spots called ‘drusen’.  Nearly 
everyone over the age of 50 has a few drusen.  
Excess of these lesions is associated with 
macular degeneration. 

In age-related macular MD, inflammation 
and growth of new blood vessels plays a role.  
These processes involve the inflammatory 
complement system. The condition is often 
described as early macular degeneration (or 
MD), intermediate MD, or advanced MD.  
The advanced MD has atrophy and drusen 
extending to the centre of the macula, as well 
as new vessels growing there. 

Only some 10 to 15 percent of macular 
degeneration is in the serious category.  Those 
in this group can have rapid loss of vision, but 
the process is much slower in the other 
groups.  Complete blindness is not usual, but 
if one eye is severe, the other eye has about a 
40 percent chance of deteriorating over five 
years. 

There does not appear to be a single 
cause  for macular degeneration, but several 
risk factors have been identified.  About 1.5 
percent of people of advanced age develop 
the advanced form of the problem, though 
about 9 percent will have the milder forms.  
Because the population is ageing it is 
estimated that in North America there will be 
a 50% increase in macular degeneration by 
2020. 

Smokers and those exposed to 
secondhand smoke are at an increased risk, 
but obesity, hypertension, and a high 
vegetable fat intake are other risk factors. 
Low dietary consumption of antioxidants 
and zinc may be additional factors. 

This has led to a formulation of vitamin 
C, 500 mg, zinc oxide, 80 mg, and cupric 
oxide, 2 mg, which was shown to reduce the 
rate of progress of the disease by 25 percent 
more than a placebo.  Potential problems 
exist, however, with beta carotene 
supplementation (one study showed a 
17percent increase in lung cancer in 
smokers), and vitamin E supplementation 
may cause increased heart failure in some. 

The typically recommended Adventist 
diet of reduced fat and salt intake, and 
increased fruits, green leafy vegetables, 
whole grains and nuts goes a long way to 
reducing the risks of macular degeneration.  
Several very innovative therapies are 
currently under evaluation, and show 
promise in helping to restore vision for 
persons affected with MD. 

We hope your husband will be helped by 
some of these advances.  Keep optimistic.  
Visit an up-to-date specialist regularly, and 
do not despair – new therapies are right 
around the corner. 

My father had a great saying  that went, 
“Wise men learn by other men’s 
mistakes,  fools learn by their own!” 
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A WARNING TO TRUSTING HUSBANDS 
Good, trusting, hard-working husbands 

please observe a warning on the following 
nine words or phrases that women use re-
peatedly.  (1) FINE.  This is the word 
women use to end an argument when they 
are right and you need to shut up.  (2) FIVE 
MINUTES.  If she is getting dressed, this 
means half an hour.  Five minutes is only 
five minutes if you have been given five 
minutes to TV before getting on to a job she 
wants doing around the house. (3) NOTH-
ING. This is the calm before the storm.  
This means something, and you should be 
on your toes.  Arguments begin with 
NOTHING and usually end in FINE (see 
No 1).  (4) GO AHEAD.  This is a dare, not 
permission.  Don’t do it!!!  (5) LOUD 
SIGH.  This is actually a word, but is a non-
verbal statement often misunderstood by 
men.  A loud sigh means she thinks you are 
an idiot, and wonders why she is wasting 
her time standing here and arguing with you 

about nothing.  (refer back to No 3 for the 
meaning of nothing). (6) THAT”S OKAY.  
This is one of the most dangerous statements a 
woman can make to a man.  That’s okay 
means she wants to think long and hard before 
deciding how and when you will pay for your 
mistake.  (7) THANKS.  A woman is thanking 
you, do not question, or faint.  Just say you’re 
welcome. (I want to add a clause here-This is 
true, unless she says ‘Thanks a lot’.  That is 
pure sarcasm and she is not thanking you at 
all.  DO NOT say, ‘you’re welcome’, that will 
bring on ‘whatever’. (8) WHATEVER.  Is a 
woman’s way of saying ‘Go to hell’! (9) 
DON”T WORRY ABOUT IT; I GOT IT.  
Another dangerous statement, meaning this is 
a job that a woman has told a man to do sev-
eral times, but is now doing it herself.  This 
will later result in a man asking ‘WHAT”S 
WRONG?’  For the woman’s response refer 
to No 3. 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR (Jan Delaney) 
Dear Geoff, I read with interest the article 

“YARLOOP DRAMA” in the February 
edition of Yarloop Yarning.  I do not know in 
which years these “dramas” happened, but one 
of the historic hotels mentioned (The Palace 
Hotel in McDowell Street) burnt down after 
we came to live in Yarloop and I can add 
other “dramatic events” to the list. 

The first loss by fire, that I recall, was Mrs 
Hummerton’s house, which backed onto our 
block, before we moved here in 1979, and at 
least another three houses have burnt down 
since. There have been two churches 
destroyed by fire. The Methodist Church up 
near the school and All Saints Anglican 
Church and Rectory in Railway Parade and 
not very long ago it was only by chance, due 
to the fast action of Carmel Hill, that Saint 
Joseph’s Church did not suffer the same fate!!  
Another community building to go up in 

flames (albeit deliberately lit) several years 
ago, was the Doctor’s Surgery situated 
between the Old Doctor’s House and the 
Hospital in Barrington-Knight Road. 

There have been several quite large and 
threatening fires in bush in and around the 
town, but fortunately there has been no loss 
of property or life, thanks to the actions of 
our local Fire Brigade and Brigades from 
nearby communities.  I have been told that a 
big bush fire destroyed homes and property 
and took the lives of several men many years 
ago in Yarloop, and I sincerely hope that 
nothing like that will ever happen again 
here! 

Two young men were killed in separate 
car accidents heading out Johnston Road 
towards Old Coast Road and two local ladies 
were tragically taken on South West 
Highway near Bancell (Con/d on Page 16) 
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WORKSHOPS HAPPENINGS (By Dawn Pitts) 

Although this month has been quite 
hectic, there doesn’t appear a great deal to 
tell.  As we told you in the last Journal, the 
new caretakers started on the first of 
February.  They are working part-time 
spending a number of hours each a week on 
cleaning up the complex, doing some 
urgent maintenance, and cleaning of the 
facilities used by the public.  Some of the 
work is ongoing and has a habit  of 
mounting up but is part of the overall need 
of the Workshops.   

This has taken some of the work load 
from Geoff and Val Fortune and myself, 
who have been keeping the Gift Shop and 
Museum open to the public since the end of 
April 2008, and we will continue to do so.  
We relieve the caretakers on their days off 
and give guided tours on Steam Days and 
any week days where tours have been 
organized as Geoff and I are the tour 
guides. 

The Villa Carlotta company has made 
the Yarloop Workshops a permanent stop- 
over for lunch on there return to Perth after 

tours of the Southwest with about one hundred 
people eating at the Cabin Restaurant and as a 
result more people browsing in the Gift Shop 
and purchasing items for sale. So Carmel too is 
flat out. The jams and pickles made by a local 
lady are very popular as is the honey and other 
jams for sale. Our souvenirs and craft items on 
consignment are also popular.  We also have 
books of various genres by your local authors of 
Geoff and Val Fortune and Dawn Pitts.  We 
have a table with books by various Mandurah 
authors on our ‘SPECIAL SALE’ table at a must 
buy price of 4 books for $10.00.  With Mother’s 
Day around the corner, now is the time to buy 
mum that special gift. 

The Steam Men are ready for our First 
Steam Day of 2009.  Rob Watts has been 
painting the safety barriers around each 
stationary steam engine.  So far he has worked 
as a volunteer for tow full days with another day 
planned for Friday of this week. Geoff Fortune 
has filled the wood trolleys. The Yarloop 
Workshops Complex will always be indebted to 
the loyal volunteers who run our Steam Engines; 
and who make Steam Days possible.. 

YARLOOP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE SUPPORT GROUP 
BY BEVAN DELANEY. At our 

meeting on 13th February, we had eight 
Members present and second-timers Marie 
and Ken.  We welcome you.  ANZAC Day 
was discussed and as both Jan and I march 
in Perth with our respective ex-Service 
Organizations, we have informed the Fire 
Brigade that they will have to do it 
themselves this year because we have no 
one available. I suggested they might like 
to speak to Kev Taylor, an ex-RAAFie, and 
see if he can help. 

I also suggested we might purchase 
some individual drink bladders for the Fire 
Brigade, and with the Support Group’s OK, 
I went to Mountain Design in Bunbury and 
sought information.  I then contacted FESA 

and SES, (no names, no pack drill) and they 
veto’d the idea, (too hazardous for the fire-
ground), so bin that idea! 

Enquiries to the Mandurah Croquet Club 
yielded some good news.  They are currently 
running a series of fun days where you can learn 
about croquet, meet the members and have a 
sausage sizzle with drinks at bar prices.  I have 
arranged for the Support Group to go on 
Saturday the 14th of March and booked the 
Harvey Senior High School bus.  If any non-
members wish to join us, contact me prior to the 
6th of March, I will put you on the list, there are 
about six vacancies, and let you know cost and 
times later.  Just guessing, but estimates for non-
members are about $15.00 a head.  This includes 
bus fare and the sausage sizzle. (Con/d on P. 4) 
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CONAIR AIR 
CONDITIONING  

HARVEY WA. 
Supply and Install or 

Install only. 
 

New Staff! Ann, Geoff, 
Russell, Nicole, and 

Anna! 
Phone 97291825 or 
Mobile 0438699895 

 
(This Journal can fully 

recommend the above firm 
as fully professional in the 
application of their trade)  

(Con/d from Page 3) I intend to see if the 
Croquet Club Members are interested in a 
return visit for an indoor games day. More 
about that later.  Our next meeting, after this 

publication, is on Friday the 13th of March, 
the night before the outing.  I hope to see 
some of you before then. 

 

YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS 2009 (By Jan Delaney) 
I recently received the paperwork to regis-

ter for this year’s Tidy Towns-Sustainable 
Communities Competition and have already 
submitted our information, via e-mail, to DEC. 
That was an achievement for me…..my com-
puter skills ARE improving. 

Now we are off to a good start, as the dead-
line for entries isn’t until the 31st of March! 

As Robin and Dave Harvey have been keen 
helpers over the last two years, I recruited 
Robin to assist me, because she has come up 
with some initiatives, and is always willing to 
help out when needed. The latest idea men-
tioned being Clean Up Australia Day (which 
has nothing to do with KAB/DEC, Tidy towns 
etc) is to be held on 1st of March. Unfortu-
nately she has been unable to raise much inter-
est in the community, but was going to ap-
proach our two most willing workers, Marie 

and Vida and see if between them they can 
organise something. If you want things 
done, leave it to the ladies, eh?? 

Robin and I both came up with the idea 
of involving the Primary School children.  
When I spoke to Katherine Shaw, she said 
that as it was such short notice, they can not 
do anything this week but will have a clean-
up day in the very near future. 

Apparently this is an annual occurrence 
anyway, but not one of which I have been 
aware, so it will be good to have this initia-
tive as a new project in our portfolio for 
2009. 

Katherine also told me that the school 
has a re-cycling program with each class 
collecting and the P & C disposing of the 
booty to raise money for the school.  
Great…this another   (Con/d on page 6) 
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NO 71, AN OLD FAITHFUL  

(Editor’s Note: This article was sent into us two 
years ago by Mr Roy Germain, when we wrote a 
monthly newsletter exclusively (which we are soon 
to start up again) for the Yarloop Workshops.  
Because some of our Eastern States readers are 
steam train enthusiasts we run it again this time in 
the Journal.) 

On glancing through a magazine I came 
across a photo the old steam loco No 71 that I 
first came in contact with in the year 1944.  
After leaving school, at Mornington Mill (in the 
Darling Ranges) I got a job with the timber firm 
Of Millars Timber and Trading Co Ltd and my 
job was ‘loco cleaner’.  I was assigned to the G 
class Locomotive No 71, which was named 
‘Menzies’. The driver of the loco was Colin Mc 
Cleod, and the fireman was Jim ‘Spud’ 
Newman. 

The loco was fired by 3 foot wood.  When 
the crew finished the day’s work, the loco was 
returned to the loco shed which had a pit, and 
this allowed me to get under the loco and clean 
all parts, moving or still.  There were two locos 
and the other worker was Tom Widdeson who 
cleaned No 68. 

The reason there were two locos was that 
one serviced Mornington Mill and the other 
serviced Treesville Mill, alternating between 
the two mills. One went to Treesville and then 
continued into the forest to bring in two or three 
loads of logs, then bring the loaded sawn timber 
back to Mornington. 

The Mornington loco went to the local 
forest to bring loaded trucks of logs, then after 
lunch, it would take loaded trucks of sawn 
timber, plus those that came from Treesville 
and take them to the government siding at 
Wokalup.  Passengers were also taken to 
Wokalup and Wokalup to Mornington. 

As loco cleaners we used to clean them 
from top to bottom.  If you happen to be at the 
Hotham Valley Tourist Railway in Pinjarra and 
see No 71 there is a band of copper around the 
top of the smoke stack that I always had 
glittering bright through polishing.   We also 
fired up each loco and had a head of steam 

ready for the crew.  We used to drive 
them up to the wood piles, stack the 
firewood into the tenders and then drive 
them back to the loco shed again. 

At the end of World War Two, No 71 
blew ‘cocka-doodle-doo’ for quite awhile.  
We were disturbed around 6 am on the 
15th August 1945, by the mill whistle 
blowing cocka-doodle-doo, so we raced 
down to find out what was going on and 
the night watchman said the war was 
over, so we raced to the locos and did the 
same on the loco whistles and I was 
blasted from there to eternity by Colin, 
the driver, for making soot fall all over 
the loco.  When Mornington closed on 
15th August 1966, the loco was transferred 
to the sawmill in Yarloop where it worked 
till early 1970’s , when they began using a 
diesel loco.  No 71 was given to Hotham 
Valley Tourist Railway in the early 
1970’s. (Ed’s Note: No 71 was working at 
Yarloop and hauling timber from both Nanga 
Brook and Hoffman Mills around the years 
1936.  On school holidays at the age of 8½ 
years my friend Reg Eastcott and I, would 
pack our swag and enough wheat bags to make 
a bush humpy, take our pushbikes and 4 rabbit 
traps and live in the bush for 3 weeks of our 
school holidays.   Our mothers wouldn’t let us 
stay any longer for they said we would become 
‘bushy hermits’.  However, after the three 
weeks were up, Mr Percy Cattach the engine 
driver, always had to come and tell us that our 
mothers said we had to return on the following 
day or we wouldn’t be allowed  to ever go 
again.  In later years when I tracked down the 
history of No 71 from ccompany officials they 
told me that No 71 had actually done two 
million MILES (2,000,000) for the company.)  

Where words fail, music speaks, and good  
music is said to be the speech of angels!   
The meaning of a song goes deep and who is 
there that, in logical words, can express the 
effect good music has on us. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN HONOURS SYSTEM     
(Editor’s Note. We inadvertently copied the 

name of an award from another local 
publication recently honouring the 
achievements of Mr Geoff Cattach. We 
received news from Mr Gary Van Burgel that 
the title was incorrectly stated by us.  To put us 
right Gary has supplied information that causes 
us to thank him for the information and to 
progress our apologies to Mr Geoff Cattach for 
incorrectly naming the award.) 

The Australian honours system celebrates 
the outstanding achievements and 
contributions of extraordinary Australians in a 
diverse range of fields and areas of endeavour.  
It is about recognizing those people in the 
community whose service and contributions 
have had the effect of making a significant 
difference to Australian life or, more broadly, 
to humanity at large. 

The Australian honours system recognizes 
the actions and achievements of people who go 
above and beyond what could be reasonably 
expected and, in doing so, encourages national 
aspirations and ideals of the highest 
community standards and values. 

Recipients are people from all spheres of 
the community. Any individual community 
organization; professional body or similar 
group can nominate an Australian citizen 
for an award. 

In the Australian honours system the 
Order of Australia is the pre-eminent 
means of recognizing outstanding 
achievement and contribution by 
Australians.  It rewards people who have 
made a significant difference to their 
community, their country or at an 
international level.  The Order of Australia 
has four levels (1) Companion of the Order 
(AC) for eminent achievement and merit of 
the highest degree in service to Australia or 
to humanity at large. (2) Officer of the 
Order (AO) For distinguished service of a 
high degree to Australia or to humanity at 
large (3) Member of the Order (AM) For 
service in a particular locality or field of 
activity or to a particular group. (4) Medal 
of the Order (OAM).  For service worthy of 
particular recognition. 

Nominations of Australian citizens for 
an award within the Order of Australia may 

FOR A BETTER LIFE 
CONNECT with the people around you – 

with family, friends, colleagues and neighbours.  
Think of these connections as the cornerstones 
of your life.  Building these connections will 
support and enrich you every day.  BE 
ACTIVE.  Exercising makes you feel good.  
Go for a walk or run, cycle, play a game, 
gardening, dance.  Find a physical activity you 
enjoy.  TAKE NOTICE. Be curious.  Catch 
sight of the beautiful.  Remark on the unusual.  
Notice the changing seasons. Savour the 
moment, whether you are walking to work, 
eating lunch or talking to friends.  Be aware of 
the world around you, and what you are feeling. 
KEEP LEARNING. Try something new.  

Rediscover an old interest.  Take on a new 
responsibility at work.  Learn to play an 
instrument or how to cook your favourite 
food.  Set a challenge you enjoy achieving. 
GIVE.  Do something nice for a friend or a 
stranger.  Thank someone. Smile.  Look out 
as well as in, seeing yourself. 

SPECIAL NOTE TO ALL WHO 
QUERIED 

To those many readers who queried what the 
letters  represent under the Police Reports that 
we print each month as a community service, we 
advise that it is Latin, and means ‘BRINGING 
LAW TO THE LAWLESS’     
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(Con/d from previous page) ‘box to tick” for 
our entry this year. Katherine said she will 
keep me informed of the school projects, so 
I can do the paperwork required for Tidy 
Towns. 

I am eagerly waiting to hear if and when 
the suggested Community Garden comes 
into being. This is a wonderful idea and I 
certainly hope that the people involved get 
all the support they require to get this pro-
ject up and running in the very near future.  
Many schools have gardens, mainly for 
vegies and some even keep chooks as well. 
This all helps to teach the children many 
different things through the seasons. 

I have spoken with Ian Willis re the 
Cookernup Cemetery, and as I believe he is 
quite willing to get something up and run-
ning out there, I hope we can raise an inter-
est within the community and also the Shire.  

He wanted me to speak at one of the Commu-
nity Meetings, but I’m not sure about that! I 
received a letter from the local LCDC, via 
Debra Tyler, informing me of work already 
done (Bevan and I participated in the Banksia 
die-back injecting in 2002) and other pertinent 
information, after she read the Tidy Towns arti-
cle in the February Yarloop Yarning.  Debra 
has a personal interest in the old Cemetery, 
quite apart from her Land Care work, so maybe 
she will also be able to assist us in this quest, as 
she has quite a lot of information which is very 
interesting. 

She suggested that maybe more information 
regarding this historic site could be printed in 
the Yarloop Yarning and stories about some of 
the characters from the past as well.  If anyone 
is interested in this, please let us know, as this 
is a really terrific idea!! 

YARLOOP HISTORICAL WORKSHOPS COMPLEX 
 

Step back in time!!!  See 115 years of history in a ‘time capsule’! 
Steam Day second Sunday of each month from March to November!  

Guided Tours by tour guides with a personal knowledge of the Complex.  
Eat at the Cabin Restaurant for a compact family day out.  Phone Val, 

Geoff or Dawn on 97335215, 95811678, 95811821, for more 
information! 
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Left. A lady in the Eastern 
States posted this photo to us 
some months back. People 
visited the station to meet a 
visitor, to pick up a parcel 
from the train, to send 
something on it, to catch it to 
some other town, or just to see 
the train go through town.  It 
w a s  a  l a r g e  s t a t i o n , 
wonderfully maintained.  And 
no, people aren’t dressed for 
any special occasion, it was the 
dress of the day when old and 
young took pride in their attire.  
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KIDS’ PAGE  (By Val Fortune) 
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Left.  The picture is from a 
newspaper I have of the year 
1980 and taken on the day the 
‘famous tank’ stand  that once 
stood at the Yarloop Railway 
Station was demolished.  It 
was built to ‘water’ the steam 
engines of the old WAGR 
(West Australian Government 
Railways) Department. 

I stated famous, for it was 
built by the Millar Brothers 
rail laying contractors before 
they became the giant Millars 
Timber and Trading Co of 
Yarloop.  It was also famous 
for the construction and 
jointing methods of the all-
timber tank stand the tank 
stood on, and was designed by 
English riggers.  It was also 
famous for the many stories of 
those who climbed it and 
swam in its cold icy waters.  It 
was easier to climb than it was 
to descend from. 
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SEE KYLIE 
 

Phone Mobile 
0439926324 

 
WAXING 

*** 
MASSAGE 

*** 
TINTING 

A JOKE FOR MY IRISH FRIEND  
(Editor’s Note:  My friend Paddy is too 

nice a bloke to have all Irish Jokes. In fact, he 
is so nice he should be Australian!!!!!! So this 
joke is Australian, Paddy!!!) 

An Aussie went to one of the chain 
stores and asked the assistant if she would 
select a gift for his wife. “What do you 
want?” asked the assistant.   

“Oh anything at all,” replied the Aussie.   

“How about a nice sewing set with all 
the bits and pieces in it?”   

“Yes” said the Aussie.  “That sounds 
okay.”   

While the shop assistant was 
wrapping it she asked, “Is it a surprise 
for your wife, Sir?” .  “It certainly is,”  
replied the Aussie.  “She is expecting a 
genuine pearl necklace!”  

Loco No 71. Menzies, 
mentioned in story on 
page 13. This loco also 
worked at Yarloop three 
different times for a 
number of years each time.  
This is the loco that did 
two million (2,000,000) 
MILES for Millars Timber 
and Trading Co.  When we 
travelled to the mills in the 
Ranges on school holidays 
we rode in the cab! 
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YARLOOP POST OFFICE NEWS MARCH 1ST 2009 
 The Yarloop Post Office telephone 

number is 08 9733 5018. 
What’s New!  Two local businesses are 

about to avail themselves of our business 
banking facility and save themselves time 
and traveling costs. 

The Football shaped moneyboxes 
Westcoast and Dockers have arrived and are 
selling fast $9.99 each.  Footy fans can have 
stamps with their own teams on them this 
season and the $15.95 package includes 
$11.00 worth of stamps, player stats and a 
club fixture.  Limited Quantities. 

ANZAC collectors limited edition medals 
and badges are being issued by Australia Post 

this year.  We will try to obtain any items  
you order now.  A brochure is at the Post 
Office. 

Post Box renewals now attract a discount 
if paid before the end of March this year.   

OZLOTTO and Super 66 players now 
have a second chance barrel to enter to win 
scratchies drawn monthly.  Just put your 
name and phone number on the back of your 
old tickets. 

Staff changes.  Sadly after many years 
Gail has decided to retire from the workforce 
altogether and that means we lose her.  

Thank you, Ron Sackville  

YARLOOP WORKSHOPS NEWS 
Yarloop Workshops is entering an 

exciting era as the vision is catching on and a 
tender is being prepared with the Shire, 
ALCOA, and the Southwest Development 
Commission for a professional fundraiser to 
seek large dollars for the priority projects.  
Our Architect has now been instructed to 
prepare building application drawings for our 
stage one entry that will see a new layout 
restaurant, interpretation center and alfresco 
dining area for locals to also enjoy and ice 

cream etc or drinks while they read their 
mail or the paper. 

Cabin Restaurant.  Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea is on again this year in August.  
Plan your party now; great prizes.  Let’s put 
Yarloop on the map!  Regards Carmel. 

Patrick is not superstitious because he is 
afraid it might bring him bad luck! Irish 
newspaper states, ‘because of lack of space 
several births have been postponed until next  
edition.’ 
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YARLOOP SCHOOL NEWS 
For those without who do not have children 

at school, and who do not receive the School 
Yarn, please note that the bottom car park is to 
be used by all who visit the school on business 
and by order please keep the top car park clear 
for teachers and staff. 

Parents please also note the request in the 
Yarn that children delay their arrival at school 
until after 8.30 am.  This request is completely 
for the welfare of the students and their 
supervision.  

P & C fundraising will be on the 8th 
November at an Auction/Fun Day.  Mr 
Garry Aitchison will be in charge of this day 
and requires some help from volunteers.  
Please contact him on 97335999. 

Please donate an Easter egg or an item 
for an Easter P & C raffle.  A free raffle 
ticket will be given for each item donated. 

In Term Two a Mother’s Day stall will 
be held, where students will be able to 
purchase items for their mothers  in a price 
range of $1.00 to $5.00. 

WHY SO MANY ROAD DEATHS? (By Geoff Fortune) 
Every day of the year, especially 

weekends and holidays, people kill 
themselves on the road. As someone who 
travels the main highway almost seven days 
of the week, and who has had a drivers’ 
licence for the last 68 years (with no marks 
against it) it is safe to say that the main 
reason drivers kill themselves is that 99.9% 
of them just can’t bear to drive our highways 
if there is another car in front of them, even if 
that car is adhering to the speed limit, or is 
travelling at the same speed as they are 
themselves.  These drivers are the ones who 

just have to get to the ‘front of the queue’ 
regardless of how they do it.  There doesn’t 
have to be a reason, there doesn’t have to be a 
need, they just have the urge to be that one car 
ahead of every car on the road.  When you get 
this situation at holiday time then it spells 
disaster, not only for themselves but for every 
other driver on the road.  To get ahead of the 
next car on the road they pass on double lines, 
they pass on bends, they pass at speed,  they  
pass in restricted speed zones, they tailgate 
other drivers in their aggressive driving.  They 
are potential road death statistics! 


